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Publisher’s Note

In the month of April 1969, the Gandhi Smarak Nidhi arranged an Exhibition of
Cartoons of Mahatma Gandhi at their premises at Raj Ghat, New Delhi. |
happened to go there and incidentally met Mr. Muggeridge, former Editor of the
Punch, who inaugurated the Exhibition, and made a very interesting speech.
Then came to my mind the idea of publishing this book. | immediately spoke to
Mr. Muggeridge and he approved of the idea, and encouraged me to follow it
up. This book is the result. Many persons have helped, but | must particularly
thank Shri Durga Das, who has edited the cartoons and written the notes and
Shri G. U. Mehta and Shri J. Nath of Messrs Vakil & Sons Private Ltd., but for
whose advice and co-operation the book would not have been published in the
present form.

In a way this is a unique book on Gandhiji. There have been books about his
philosophy, appreciative as well as critical, and books containing his pictures. |
believe that this is perhaps the only instance where a book of cartoons of a great
man is being published. The book reveals how the cartoonists, both friendly and
otherwise, looked at Gandhiji and depicted him. | hope the reader will enjoy
these cartoons.

We are grateful to the cartoonists, who have given their consent for
republication of their cartoons, and also to those whom we could not trace or
approach.

Shantilal H. Shah
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T<hILTh <hT fAade

IS 3R &R H Miefi-TRe-[AfY A Irotare, 73 et & o9+ uivTor & wgredr miet &
g <hY Teh U3l ot SIS fohar ATl & 39 Ueait o 31a9R UR gl a7 ATl
GYNTE3T I8l AR) YATentd 'Ud" & Ydqd dureeh S qIiksT & g3, S 39 Ui &l
IGIe dxaTe & | i TIRST T IGTeA-1TIUT Igd &l TTUS ATI I I7G AR 91 d
HeTeHT el & 39 rafs hl Yeh Y&dch UehTfRId i ohl faaR SIT| qR=d 37UT
gg faR & 3 ot GRS & I @1 36+ 39 auedq fohar ofk 39 fGam & omt
Se-icnl H3t Mcare fear Sdier aRum a8 giae 81 39 &l & e S A
eI <l 1 UR=g fO3IW &u I & oft grriary a1 SRt g, fSigie 371 vt
GUTe shech 39 R fewfoT foset €1 34t ave & 39Y gdhies uus 9 ul. fosfads
& oft Sft. g, dedr SR oft 5. 1 o1 foRly st §, fi=eh! TaTe ok ggahT &
fomT T8 Q&R 31U adfa™ wU § UehifRrd A gt urdl|

Toh UhR § gg TS R gl g8 Tor st giaes el Sigeft| mieish &
d<aR R 31eh J&dch UehIfRId g3 8 - Uaidiede i 3R sratadredes off | miefish
& fort ht oft g geadh ot &1 & war § o6 foneft mggew & st it gxds
YeRIfRId § AT Tg TS YehHTH IaTeUT & | UId &deh 39 SI1d UR UehnaT Sl &
foh Tt Y 3R et i gi TEAaTes ag-REaRT A midts @t fha gfe & <
3R fIf3a forar 81 S1m=m §, UTaeh 39 i ot ST S|

TeH & §; ot U8 iRl @l off Ut 8, fSiTehT uar g9 w8l & Ui g A
Sk uTd deh g9 ugd el Uk 8|

I GRIG R
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Introduction

Einstein has said of Gandhi:

“Generations to come, it may be, will scarce believe that such a one as
this ever in flesh and blood walked upon this earth.”

This compilation of 112 cartoons drawn by famous cartoonists, foreign and
Indian, should help to make future generations believe that such a one did walk
upon this earth. Indeed, his flesh and his figure seemed ideally suited for their
brush and imagination.

Hundreds of cartoons on Gandhi appeared in his lifetime all over the world.
Those included are neither exhaustive nor conclusive in representing the way
Gandhi was portrayed, hardly any country's Press failed to notice him.

An exhibition of cartoons on Gandhi was opened at the Gandhi Museum, New
Delhi, by the British journalist and author Malcolm Muggeridge in April 1969. He
suggested that these be published in a book.

The task of selection, editing and writing introductory comments was entrusted
to me by Mr. Shantilal H. Shah, M.P., Managing Trustee of the Navajivan Trust. |
undertook it readily since | had only recently refreshed my mind by publishing
my memoirs. | thankfully acknowledge the help received from Shankar Pillay,
Inder Jit, Trevor Drieberg and S. P. Gulati in selecting and processing the
material.

My entry into journalism coincided with Gandhi's active participation in Indian
politics. The country has undergone two revolutions in the last 50 years - the
Gandhian revolution and the Ballot Box revolution. The consequence of the first
was the dawn of independence, while the outcome of the second is still in the
lap of time.

Perhaps this book provides an easy and very effective medium for
understanding the evolution of Gandhi as a politician-saint and the impact he
made on the history of India and of the human race.

It was my privilege to report, analyse and comment on his activities until the day
his assassination shook the world. Since | was a colleague of his son Devadas
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Gandhi for about fourteen years whom | succeeded as Chief Editor of the
Hindustan Times of Delhi, | had an exceptional opportunity to understand the
significance of Gandhi. He epitomised all religions, all creeds and all ages in his
life and works.

Appropriately, the book begins with the portrayal of Gandhi's activities in South
Africa, symbolised by the conclusion of the Smuts-Gandhi Agreement. Then
follows the transference of the scene to India. Like all outstanding personalities
in history, Gandhi aroused great likes and dislikes. Outside India, cartoonists in
Europe and the United States expressed the popular sympathies in their
countries with the movement Gandhi led for Indian independence, particularly
after the First World War, when India became a focal point of international
interest. More than even the aims of Gandhi's political activity, it was the
means—non-violence—he adopted that impressed the war-weary people of the
West.

Gandhi was often the butt of cartoonists who looked at the world from the angle
of the white map's mission of ‘civilising’ the non-whites. As often, those who
came to scoff remained to pray. David Low, the king of cartoonists, was,
however, sympathetic to Gandhi, and so was the general run of cartoons in the
United States, France and Germany.

The vogue of cartooning began in India in the 1930s. The experiment became an
instant success because the Britons ruling India had a sufficiency of humour to
take even seditious cartoons in their stride. And most of the works of the Indian
cartoonists bordered on sedition! There were exceptions, of course, A cartoonist
directed his missiles at Gandhi, whose creed clashed with that of the landed
aristocracy and of the Muslim Leaguers out to exploit religion for political ends.
But his gibes were good-humoured.

Bombay's Janmabhoomi and Free Press Journal reflected the temper of the
cosmopolitan city which came to be known as the political capital of India during
the freedom struggle and which massively supported Gandhi's movement.

Lord Irwin, the joint author of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact, Lord Willingdon, the anti-
Gandhi crusader, Lord Linlithgow, well-meaning but ineffective, lord Wavell, the
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silent man whom Jinnah outwitted, figure in the Gandhian drama that shaped
the destiny of India.

The record ends appropriately with a cartoon showing Gandhi looking at his
India in his centenary year 1969 and watching Congressmen abjuring the
Gandhian doctrine that ‘means’ matter as much as ‘ends’.

It is the hope of those who have inspired this compilation that future
generations will be helped by this volume to regenerate themselves.

2, Tolstoy Lane, DURGA DAS
New Delhi. Editor-in-Chief, IN FA
September 15, 1969.
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TS A Tiehsil oh IR A el &:

“grq g foh S areit difeat ol fadhes @ fasyra gt foh 39 avg & gre-Aid
T <hig AYS 39 YR TR et Hioge ATl”

&2 3R fadan & fereard ehidfARel gRTATY §U 3R I ch 5 Hehor T I STTHT
difeat ot ag fagre o | Tgradar Aot foh 39 avg o1 7= ardq # 39 axdt
W HiS[E U7l 399 T 78l o 39 A Y snepfa 39 A & s ofR I
e h 5T Tep 3fTeaf fawe off |

TiefiSht & Sfiaa-ares | fay & Tt St A Qengl g UenilId gUI 39 Hohes |
U hIeAT oh YR TR ULt hlg 4RO Tg] T T1feq foh I eiferd @it sprda
39 Y&k B 317 7Y § 37UaT TUR I8 hded 3ol TUI H ¢@dT UT| 3, IS gt 0T
ohI3 337 81, STgl oh GHRRYS § Ik IR H $S - BT gl

TiefiSt & Fefd AT i Top UaaiT s 36 H 7 Rieaht o et dugrea &
IS i 18 oft S genT IgTe foids & foRaaTa UFehR SR Saeh ATehd TR
= forar a1 351 G foh 377 FIEAT bl Uoh G&deh o ¥4 H Uahia1d fohar S|

RTSAT ehT T Th3A T AT e IR I R uRTgTeHe feafort foet o
T FISiia g% o Uy gl it anfiare 21mg, 99 9ew, = g3 |ianl § w4
g hTH A hl IR Bl AT Hilfch g1 81 7 A7 31U TRl fod o fSrgeht asig
9 QR geaTd W GAnT 7 arer g 75 off | # 2o fUedy, wsid, dar a4t ek
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S A 87 waemiRar & &5 | oew @1, 31 et miefish 3 vrd i aoifa &
Tfchr ®U T 9T 37 3% bt 11 fUeses uamy aut & SR R 331 | < shifaat
TS & - Top ot iefiare} shifd aUT gERt AATAeR T HAGM ohi shifd | g Shifd
gRUMAaEY g4 Wrefivdr A, gut shifd o1 afkoms wifasg sarg)

39 JXAh T g TH--THH J GgradT Ao fos miefish fohas 98 Torifag a d@a
g 3R I WRA dYUT G AHG-STIfA & A WR fohd=1 S€1 UHg S|
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TiefiStt Y g & & don g3t 3t fafafdat & garER 37, It fasdyor A
3R I R fewforgt et o1 Wi a1 dfcs & ST diag asf dah I g
oft Aaar wieht o1 ggartt @1 AR el @ ueifRia g ars FgearT az7 &
YT GH1Geh ehl hIAHR Ich a1 A gl 9T, 3Tfaq q miefisit & Ag<a &t
A T STYROT IR AST| IR SfiaT 3R Ik wrd gt gaf, goft #7at ek
gt I} <A1 ST U R B

gg Jdch afeyor 3rthient # wiefisft &t nfafafday & ferezfa @ omiy gt & s
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AT ot UTd e & fosg TTiefiSht gRT 9@ 1Y T SiT<tes o Ufd Su=-81a= 33
Y ST R FErfd ot et &1 ufgw i gg-difea S=ar ot st &
Ie31 = 39T SITET UITfAd To! fehdT AT cht Ieh 31fgdr & Ire— A1

Tiefistt 39 R & SRR RIrR o4 fSi=rent fasgra gg ot o It s1d S aht
GG I 1" SR Adl 1 &1 TRUTH Tg 3T foh STt ATTeh IeM MY o,  37ch
U3 1 &2 3§ Y| &, Prfe] & AR Sfae & ol miefsht @ werafa ot
gLt daxg SR, i 3R St & e off 32 Fgrgfd &l 3T ¥ dad |

WRd H RIAl hl Fg3 39 Jdredl o A g3k # & g3 At 39 uahT &t agd
ThardT A Fifh 3T 2! § §RT-aiT GHEH 3R ST < o= ol 379
el ATI Tgf aeh foh I ‘IoTatg’ Taeft ArdAl o ot g1 79 &d &1 39 & srfdepax
WRAT h1éAT # 3 o ufd faete o1 gt TR gtar

AfchT 3k JUarg ft A1 Top drgfae A TefiS R @™-amr sted 3% iRl
iefiSh SHiERT auT sifesta-att ofk e i1 & faeg 3 Fifdh 361 IerHifde
el & 5T ad ol Free g U7) fohR Y Iqeh g J AT T ge JgdT ol

IS O UhIRId Teay77 3R BT 7 77 | I AR hl Aok Mot oA [
Trefiear-gum & T vRa fY T TS ehgt STH &9 o7 3R STaT miefsht
th < I ohi ATUeh U= Aear aT|
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g Meftardt e A R & ¥rg 1 vl forar, 39 3 @i Iga Aeaqut <6:
a1E AAfdA (Trieht-arfd-gaaian), ore fafdime (ehgr mief-faRieft ), o foafeam
(Tergfagul foheg uwTadi=), 1S ddS (3nid Sfh STt f{=11 & A1 @1 1) |
Teher oh 3id H el ol Ten ShIg faar man ¢ foraH miefish ot sroft ST=H-ardt &
¥ 2R&R H YR it 3@ gY 3R HifAt ot 39 iehardt Rigia &t Tod s
gV feaman ma & foh aee ot oft Ia & Hewa g1 & foian i ‘are” @l

39 Gehoa chl URUTT & a1e Tt Ggaifiral ol o= & foh 39 dopeT § St difeat
Rl ST TIEGR ohi | Hgraar fael

R, AeTerd &4, e
T3 et U GHUTGeh, S-URT
4 g, gRER
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PASSIVE RESISTANCE IN THE TRANSVAAL

The British made the Transvaal a self-governing colony at the end of 1906 and
the Government headed by Gen Botha and Gen [Jan] Smuts tried to push
through legislation to curb the entry of Indians and other Asians into the State.
Gandhi organised the Passive Resistance Association, and against this elephant
blocking its path the Government steamroller found it could not make headway.

I TFTeT 7 [AferT @<

T 3R0& S 3ifaw & F fofear TR A grvare ot Tzt Jufadar o= fear sik
SRS YT g SR Y hl STl H &+ TR A 39 I H HRAT IAT 30
QR &1 uaar Aeh & ST A s 61 T fohan wiefisht 4 gfdqg
ez Gire- (AT o= wuifligam) &t e+ fohar T Ak R @S gu 39
gTfY St §eT TR TRPR AT TH AR STF g1 96 U]
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THE FINGER-PRINT QUESTION

The Registration Act enforced in the Transvaal in 1907 compelled people of Asian
origin to take out certificates of registration which bore their thumb prints. Gandhi
welcomed the Act as a challenge and founded the Passive Resistance Association to
combat it. He said: “We must congratulate the Transvaal Government for the courage
of their convictions. If we are conscious of the work of slavery the Act will put on us,
we will meet it and refuse to submit to it. The brave rulers, who know the value of
action rather than of any speech, can only respond to bravery and practical action.”
The colonials’ exaggerated fear that Asiatics would overrun South Africa is depicted in
the cartoon.

oredt FT T

G 300 H TFYATe H B §T A3 Tare oh Si=vial et ot foh ufzrar 4 ey
gC gt yart ASEIH-uF U R {99 iR Ik 3i7S ok A gt wiefisht 4 39
R ht TANT & STR T 1T ST i TITIHT hl| I Sgl: “EH Cradls
TR hl Ik g YT A o1 gy fe@m o gurg &t =@1fgyl 3R gH I8
Hegd R & foh g A gH fohd 8¢ deh T[TH a1 &1 af 89 39 AT T JIHHAT
AT IR R STH-FHAUTT T | TEIGY 2ATAhI Y, ST ATH0T T 31U HH I
eI 99Id 8, T81g< & ATagReh IR &A1 81 gNT1” 39 ShIgA | Jufazranfaat st
JoT-deT SR feamar T § fob uRrmandt gferoft srhienr i g S|
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THE TRANSVAAL AND THE TIGER

There was no doubt about the intentions of the Transvaal Government in framing the
Immigration Restriction Act of 1907. It was designed to maintain white supremacy in
South Africa. Gandhi called it a barbarous act of a Government that dared to call itself
Christian. If Christ came to Johannesburg and Pretoria and examined the hearts of Gen
Botha, Gen Smuts and those who held similar views, Gandhi thought he would notice
something quite strange to the Christian spirit. The cartoon depicts Asiaticimmigration
as a tiger blocking the road “to a white civilisation.”

ZTTFTT 3T I

G 309 T TS R A M H Tl AR hl A1d & aR H ohls
3Teh 181 X8 TRIT AT| T I AT ST 717 7 ok feroft srhient & 4d & gataRk
G| TS A 39 B ol Toh T TRAR HT TeR Fcd IdRT SI GG ! 39718
AdTaer] shgdt oft| mieftst et faeR o1 fh erR a1 At Sigrent ok tieifRan
H 3 S R RS 1T, SR WCH YT I7eh A faRYRT a1es At &
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OPEN DEFIANCE OF THE LAW “The sooner the Colonial Secretary makes it clear
and the Asiatics realise that the law cannot be defied with impunity the better
will it be for all concerned.” The Star

HAWKING WITHOUT PERMITS

As part of the satyagraha hundreds of Indians hawked goods in the towns of the
Transvaal without permits. Gandhi is shown demanding from Gen Botha and the other
Boer leaders that he be arrested as the inspirer of the satyagraha, instead of the
hawkers. The rigorous application of the immigration laws relating to Asians led to the
pauperisation of hundreds of petty traders of Indian origin.
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POWER OF DEPORTATION

The Transvaal Government had decreed that any Indian who did not register under
the Act was liable to be deported from the State. Gen Smuts declared: “The
Government have made up their mind to make this a white man’s country, and
however difficult the task before us in this direction, we have put our foot down and
would keep it there.” In the ensuing satyagraha movement Gandhi insisted as a
condition for a settlement that the Government’s powers to deport unregistered
Indians be scrapped. This demand caused much embarrassment to the Government,
with its policy of white supremacy.
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REMOVING THE HEADS

As the satyagraha grew in size and threatened a breakdown of the
administrative machinery in the Transvaal, the Government decided to arrest
the leaders of the Indian community and imprison them, thus hoping the
movement would die out. In this they were mistaken. The movement attracted
resisters of the racialist policies of the Government in increasing numbers in
spite of the cruel treatment inflicted on those who were arrested.
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Indian Lawyer and Passive Resister, who was yesterday
ordered to leave the Country within 48 hours.

GANDHI IN 1907

A sketch of Gandhiin European dress as he was at the end of 1907, when the Transvaal
Government ordered him to leave the State within 48 hours for not having a valid
certificate of registration. A month later he was arrested and sentenced to two
months’ simple imprisonment for defying the registration law. This was his first prison
experience.
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ASIATIC D
ORn - MANLE,

Suggested by a recent theatrical performance

THE PASSIVE RESISTOR

The year 1907 saw the Indian settlers and the Transvaal Government confronting one
another, the Government threatening to use force to counter the new weapon of
satyagraha Gandhi had devised to protest against the discriminatory legislation
against Asians. The rulers of the Transvaal had made it clear that they had one set of
laws for whites and another for ‘inferior’ races. The seeds of apartheid were sown at
this time.
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At a meeting of Asiatics, held at Fordsburg on Sunday, about thirteen hundred registration certificates
were publicly burnt.

PLAYING WITH FIRE

On August 16, 1908, Gandhi organised the public burning of more than 2000
certificates of registration under the “Black Act” at the Hamidia mosque in
Johannesburg. This was the first bonfire in his political career, and a British publication
compared it with the Boston Tea Party in 1773, when the American colonies
challenged Britain’s right to levy taxes on them.
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The Babe of Peace and the Tail and the Tiger

Gandhi and Gen Smuts agreed in 1908 that the satyagraha against the Asiatic
Registration Act, under which all Asians in the Transvaal had to register, be called
off and the Indian settlers in the State, now a British colony, would register
voluntarily provided the ‘Black Act’” was repealed. The agreement between
Gandhi and Smuts broke down within a few months when Smuts went back on
his word, and the satyagraha was intensified. A feature of the protest was mass
burnings of certificates of registration. The second cartoon shows the Viceroy of
India warning Gen Botha, a leader of the Boers, that he should not proceed with
the imposition of a poll tax of £3 on Indians in the Transvaal as this
discriminatory measure, aimed at all Asians, would invite strong resistance. The
Government of the colony ignored the advice and imposed the tax, which
became an additional ground for the prolonged passive resistance movement
Gandhi organised in the territory.
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TUG-OF-WAR IN THE TRANSVAAL

Despite severe repression, the struggle went on, with neither the satyagrahis
nor the Government giving way. Gandhi was jailed for entering the Transvaal
from Natal without a permit in 1908. He was made to wear prison uniform and
sweep the jail premises. From jail he told his followers: “Keep absolutely firm to
the end. Suffering is our remedy. Victory is certain.”
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EXAMPLI GRATIA

Gen Botha decided that only a policy of toughness would pay. He unleashed a
campaign of terror against the satyagrahis in 1909. Arrests, imprisonment,
deportations were the order of the day, but there was no let-up on the part of
the satyagrahis despite the inhuman treatment they were subjected to by the
forerunners of apartheid.
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WE HEAR THEY WANT MORE

The new Immigration Bill the Transvaal Government framed in response to the
agitation against the existing Act was a great disappointment to Gandhi. He said it was
worse than its predecessor and failed materially to give effect to the provisional
settlement he had negotiated with the Government. He added: “The Bill confirms the
suspicion that the Government only wants to give us what they must, that they wish
ill even to those who have established rights in the Union, and that by hook or by crook
they want to encompass our ruin.” He decided to revive the passive resistance
campaign.
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THE BIRTH OF SWADESHI

Gandhiinaugurated the campaign against foreign cloth at Parel, Bombay, on July
31, 1921. In propagating the creed of swadeshi, he said the “greatest outward
pollution” of Indians was their foreign clothing. But he emphasised that he was
not against everything foreign, as that would be “racial, parochial and wicked.”
This British cartoon shows Gandhi at the time of the nationwide tour he
undertook to popularise swadeshi goods, symbolised by the spinning wheel in
the background. An angry John Bull watches his representative in India, Lord
Reading, parleying with Gandhi. On September 21, at Madurai in South India, he
had his head shaved. The next morning he shed his cap, shirt, vest and dhoti and
put on only a loincloth of khadi.
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INDIAN CUP FINAL

In 1927, the British Government appointed a commission headed by Sir John Simon to
inquire into the working of the administration in India. The National Congress decided
to boycott the commission and called for an all-party conference to adopt a new
constitution for the country in keeping with the aspirations of its people. Other parties
supported the decision, and black flag demonstrations greeted the Simon Commission
wherever it went. David Low’s cartoon in the Evening Standard London, shows the
perplexity of the Viceroy, Lord Irwin, the Secretary of State for India, Wedgwood-Benn,
and Simon at the opposition the commission encountered.
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GANDHI’'S TEN COMMANDMENTS

A caricature in a British journal in 1928 shows the reactions of a businessman
and a politician to the standards Gandhi had set for his personal conduct. To
these hard-boiled characters, Gandhi was an impractical idealist, a view popular
in the ruling circles in Britain. Writing in Young India the same year, Gandhi
declared that his creed was non-violence “under all circumstances.” He
explained: “My method is conversion, not coercion, it is self-suffering, not the
suffering of the tyrant. | know that method to be infallible.”
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ALLEY-OOP!

The recommendations of the Simon Commission, published in 1930, aroused a
storm of protest in India. They did not even grant power at the Centre, nor was
there any mention of the Dominion Status which Viceroy Irwin had vaguely
promised. The niggling concessions it offered were illusory. Ramsay MacDonald,
the Labour Prime Minister of Britain, and Simon took up the position that the
unity of the Indian people was a precondition for managing their own destinies.
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GANDHI IN THE LION’S DEN

Simplicissimus was an outstanding weekly devoted to international affairs
published in Munich in the early 1930s, and one of its political cartoonists shows
Gandhi spinning a peaceful protest against Britain’s denial of self-rule to India
while the British rulers, depicted as imperial lions, look on in anger and
bewilderment.
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HOW AMERICA SAW GANDHIJI’S PASSIVE RESISTANCE

The boycott of British goods swept the country. Processions of men, women and
children wearing khadi went from street to street in towns and villages exhorting
people to buy swadeshi. By the end of 1930 the import of cotton piece goods
had slumped badly. There was also a big fall in cigarette smoking. British-owned
mills in India closed, while Indian mills worked overtime. “The latest news from
India is likely to bring Lancashire’s Indian trade to a complete standstill,” wrote
the Daily Mail of London. The boycott was withdrawn under the Gandhi-Irwin
pact of March 5, 1931, which stated that opposition to the use of foreign goods
should not be used as a political weapon. The Indian public is represented by
Gandhi, with a bagful of money showing its buying power, resisting tempting
offers of goods from overseas.
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A CLASH OF TWO FORCES

To foreigners, and particularly to Westerners who had experienced the horrors
of World War |, the most striking aspect of Gandhi’s struggle for Indian
independence was its use of peaceful, non-violent means against the colossal
armed power of the British rulers. To men like the French writer Romain Rolland
and many other Western intellectuals this was an object lesson for the rest of
the world, especially the West.
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Gandhi & Co., Salt

The Congress Working Committee met in February 1930 and decided on civil
disobedience to promote the objective of genuine self-rule. But what shape
would this protest take? Gandhi indicated that it would be resistance to the salt
tax. Writing in Young India, his English weekly, he observed: “There is no article
like salt, outside water, by taxing which the State can reach even the starving
millions, the rich, the maimed and utterly helpless. The tax constitutes,
therefore, the most inhuman poll tax the ingenuity of man can devise.” His
decision aroused worldwide interest, as this American cartoon shows.
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GANDHI

The European and American Press reported the civil disobedience movement
extensively and with deep sympathy. Cartoonists in these countries also took up
the cause of Indian independence. In this drawing which appeared in
Kladderadatsch, a very popular humorous weekly of Berlin between the two
world wars, India is shown moving inexorably towards freedom under the
guidance of Gandhi despite the frantic efforts of the British establishment to
halt it by brute force.
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GANDHI GOES TO ‘WAR’

At 6-30 in the morning of March 12, 1930, Gandhi set out from Sabarmati
Ashram, Ahmedabad, on his epoch-making march to Dandi, a deserted Village
on the shore of the Arabian Sea 240 miles away, He said he would not return to
the ashram until the Salt Act had been repealed and swaraj won. Seventy-eight
volunteers and thousands of others accompanied him. This Czech cartoon
depicts Gandhi and his non-violent army of freedom fighters defying the armed
might of the British Empire.
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MOVE OVER

Gandhi reached Dandi on April 5, and soon after prayers the next morning he
broke the salt law by symbolically picking up a lump of natural salt from the
seashore. This was the signal for civil disobedience on a national scale. The
Government retaliated with severe, brutal repression. Gandhi was arrested on
May 4. Great sympathy for the satyagrahis was aroused in many countries, and
among those who expressed support for Gandhi was Governor Al Smith of New
York State, the Democratic candidate for the presidency of the United States in
1928.
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EXCHANGE OF CONDIMENTS ON DANDI SEASHORE

Low shows Gandhi and Irwin secured on the beach at Dandi after the historic
24-day march from Sabarmati Ashram and exchanging courtesies in the
presence of the huge procession which had followed Gandhi on foot. Gandhi’s
advice to the nation was that since the ‘technical or ceremonial’ breach of the
salt law had been committed, “it is now open to anyone who would take the risk
of prosecution under the salt law to manufacture salt, whenever he wishes and
wherever it is convenient.”
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GANDHI

A monochrome study of Gandhi in a smiling mood based on a photograph taken
at Karadi camp, in Gujarat, during the salt law defiance campaign in 1931.
Gandhi was then 62. His smile reveals a characteristic gap in his lower teeth. He
wears a khadi cloth on his head as a protection against the sun. In his hand he
carries a salt cellar.
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MIDNIGHT ARREST

Gandhi was arrested at Karadi by the District Magistrate of Surat a little after
midnight on May 4. The magistrate was accompanied by two police officers with
pistols and 30 constables with rifles. He was taken by truck to the central jail at
Yeravda, near Poona. Mirabehn, his English disciple, wrote: “At the dead of
night, like thieves, they came to steal him away.” The arrest led to hartals and
strikes all over India.

Jefra & et

¥ 7S i 3eRMA & o R 9% GIA & et ARG 3 Seret | il sl fiReR
foram| AfSEgE & a1y fUwdldd fofd & gieh TR 3R AShel & &6 30 Hhiddw
d| 3¢ goh | 93T o AT & ke aRaeT hl dcas e | o STRIT 77| Ieh! §forar
2o fiRreq A fa@m: “emef} 79 & gard o TRY T dRE I SST S ST oh 5T MY
39 fIRUARY & a7e fgg&a™ R | gedro gs o




Gandhi in Cartoons | www.mkgandhi.org

THE BRITISH LION SHOWS HIS CLAWS

The British Government in India, pictured as a lion, was thoroughly infuriated by
the mass civil disobedience movement which followed Gandhi’s breaking the
salt law. There were violent disturbances in various places, to which the
Government reacted by unloosing all the force it had at its disposal against the
satyagrahis. Gandhi wrote at that time: “If we are to stand the final heat of the
battle, we must learn to stand our ground in the face of cavalry or baton charges
and allow ourselves to be trampled under horses’ hooves, or be bruised with
baton charges.”
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Hitting England on the Fatal Spot and Gandhi’s Little Game

German and Italian views of the civil disobedience movement. Gandhi is shown
hitting Britain on its most sensitive economic spot, the ailing cotton textile
industry of Manchester, with his call for boycotting foreign goods and using
swadeshi products. A cartoonist of Milan, Italy, shows Gandhi leading the British
authorities in India a dance by going from one prison to another without relaxing
his campaign for Indian freedom.
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THE GHOST WALKS IN INDIA

The civil disobedience movement made a powerful impact on public opinion in
the United States. Its heroism and the brutality used to suppress it were
extensively reported in the American Press. Covering the march on the salt
depot at Dharasana on May 21, 1930, in which about 2,000 volunteers took part,
an American journalist wrote: “In eighteen years of my reporting in 20 countries,
during which | have witnessed innumerable civil disturbances, riots, street fights
and rebellions, | have never witnessed such harrowing scenes as at Dharasana.”
His reports of British atrocities against unarmed men and women, carried on the
United Press wire service to different parts of the world, created a sensation.
This American cartoon shows the ghost of passive resistance which walked in
India and was a constant weight on Britain’s conscience.
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BAITING THE LION

A Gujarati daily, Navayug, reproduces a cartoon published in Florence, Italy, at
the time of the first civil disobedience movement. A foreign journalist is
interviewing Gandhi, who has stuck his head in the British lion’s gaping mouth.
The journalist says: “My dear Gandhi, it is dangerous to put your head in the
lion’s mouth at this juncture.” Gandhi replies: “Oh, my friend, the tired lion can
scarcely bite off my head.”
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INDIAN CONFERENCE

In July 1930, Irwin attempted to persuade Gandhi, who was in Yeravda jail, to
agree to attend the first Round Table Conference on constitutional reforms for
India the British Government had decided to hold in London. The Liberal leader
M. R. Jayakar was entrusted with the task of negotiating a settlement between
the Congress and the Government so that the satyagraha may be called off. The
negotiations failed and Churchill commented in London: “The Government of
India had imprisoned Mr. Gandhi and they had been sitting outside his cell door
begging him to help them out of their difficulties.”
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THE THREE MONKEYS

The Daily Express accused Gandhi of failing to recognise that the civil
disobedience movement launched in 1930 had led to mass violence in various
parts of the country. It was in the forefront of the demand that the severest
measures possible be taken to crush the movement. Irwin rejected this demand,
saying: “However emphatically we may condemn the civil disobedience
movement, we should, | am satisfied, make a profound mistake if we
underestimate the genuine and powerful meaning of nationalism that is today
animating much of Indian thought and for this no complete or permanent cure
has ever been or ever will be found in strong action by the Government.”
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THE RUSSIAN PROPAGANDHI

Diehard elements in Britain claimed to see Soviet inspiration in the spontaneous
violence that erupted in many parts of India as a result of the savagery employed
by the British Raj to suppress the salt satyagraha. This version of Indian events
is exemplified here by Strube, the cartoonist of the strongly anti-Congress Daily
Express, the chief organ of the Beaverbrook Press.
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TODAY’'S BREATHLESS INTERVIEW

Ramsay MacDonald, heading a minority Labour Government, is
shown in the role of a circus artiste attempting an impossible political
balancing feat on the back of an elephant, representing India. By
launching the civil disobedience movement, Gandhi, according to this
British cartoon, is dropping salt on the elephant’s tail, thereby
rousing it and making MacDonald’s task harder.
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SALTING THE TAIL

To an Italian caricaturist the anti-salt tax campaign conjures up the vision of
Gandhi putting salt on the ferocious British lion’s tail to tame it. The cartoon was
published in the Graphic, London. Salting the lion’s tail became a favourite
theme of foreign cartoonists around this time.
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THE UNWILLING POLICEMAN

As the salt satyagraha took the form of a national upsurge against British
domination, the Government resorted to sterner measures to quell it. On
May 1, Gandhi wrote in Young India of “Goonda Raj” and said: “The duty of the
people is clear. They must answer this organised hooliganism with great
suffering.” He informed the Viceroy in a long note that he had decided to go to
Dharasana from the camp he had established at Karadi, three miles from Dandi,
and ‘demand possession’ in the name of the Indian people of the salt works
there unless the salt tax and the ban on private saltmaking were removed.
Irwin’s response was to arrest him three days later.
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THE PEACE MAKER

While the civil disobedience movement continued and repression raged in India,
Prime Minister MacDonald called a conference in London in November 1930 to
work out a compromise on the Congress demand for self-government. The
Congress kept away from the conference. Winston Churchill, the spokesman of
the diehard Tories, demanded the suppression of the satyagraha before
negotiating with Gandhi. MacDonald tried to reconcile the demands of Indian
nationalism and of the Tories without success, and the conference wound up
inconclusively at the end of January 1931.
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PASSING SHADOW

The scene is No. 10 Downing Street, known the world over as the official
residence of the Prime Minister of Britain, then the ruler of the most powerful
empire, on which the sun never set. Inside it representatives of the self-
governing white dominions of the empire are in conclave. Outside, walks
Gandhi, a mute reminder of the fact that the most populous country of the
empire, the pivot on which it revolved, was denied self-rule.
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MR. GANDHI AND THE GOATS

Gandhi’s preference for goat’s milk was a subject of amusement to foreign
journalists and cartoonists unfriendly to the political objectives he championed.
What was simply a question of diet for Gandhi was elevated into a cult by his
detractors. Here is Poy of the Daily Mail, London, noted for its baiting of Indian
nationalism and nationalists, having a jibe at him at the time of the preparations
for the Round Table talks.
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GOOSEY, GOOSEY, GANDHI, WHERE DO YOU WANDER?

Irwin’s tenure of office as Viceroy was drawing to a close and he was anxious to
end it with some positive achievement in terms of the pact he had made with
Gandhi in May 1931. Low shows him trying to lure Gandhi, seen as a gander,
away from the hazardous path of civil disobedience to the safer one of
constitutional change through negotiation by attending the Round Table
Conference.
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SPINNING A WEB

While Gandhi, with Nehru standing by, is busy weaving the map of free India,
Willingdon, shown as a spider, is spinning a web to tighten Britain’s hold on the
country. The Congress accused the Viceroy of breaking the Gandhi-Irwin Pact.
Writing in Young India of August 20, 1931, Gandhi said: “The refusal of the
Government to concede the very natural implication of the settlement shows
how far the authorities in India are from recognising the fact that power is
passing to the people...”
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NOTHING TO DECLARE

The Karachi Congress in March 1931 authorised Gandhi to attend the second
Round Table Conference later the same year in London. Gandhi sailed on the
S.S. Rajputana from Bombay on August 29. A cartoonist of Life, published in New
York, shows the bafflement of British customs officers at finding Gandhi’s
suitcase empty. Earlier, on the ship’s calling at Marseilles, he declared to the
French customs: “l am a poor mendicant. My earthly possessions consist of six
spinning wheels, prison dishes, a can of goat’s milk, six homespun loincloths and
towels and my reputation, which cannot be worth much.”
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CHANGE OF GARB

The key figures at the Round Table Conference were Gandhi, symbolising India
on the march towards the freedom that lay shrouded in the mists of the future,
and Winston Churchill, the uncompromising arch-priest of empire. When the
Gandhi-Irwin talks started in February 1931, he had fumed: “It is alarming and
also nauseating to see Mr. Gandhi, a seditious Middle Temple lawyer, now
posing as a fakir of a type well known in the East, striding up the steps of the
Viceregal palace, while he is organising and conducting a defiant campaign of
civil disobedience, to parley on equal terms with the representative of the King-
Emperor.” Reynolds of the Morning Post pictures the two spokesmen of these
diametrically opposed camps turning up at the conference after switching their
customary dress.
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TO THE CONFERENCE

British and Indian delegations to the second Round Table Conference travel in
pomp on an elephant, symbolising India. But Gandhi, the representative of the
National Congress, follows on foot and sets off fireworks to scare the elephant
and prevent agreement on constitutional changes. This is how the Daily Express,
London, the mouthpiece of Tory diehardism on India, saw Gandhi and his role
in the national movement.
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BOATING ON THE THAMES

Before the conference met on September 7, the Labour Government which had
convened it was replaced by a National Government, but with Ramsay
MacDonald still Prime Minister. Gandhi joined the conference on September 14,
when he attended a meeting of the Federal Structure Sub-Committee. Gandhi’s
arrival in London aroused much public interest, but by then the attention of the
British Government had been diverted from Indian affairs to the financial crisis
that had hit Britain. Low shows the participants in the conference in holiday
mood on the Thames, a scene symbolic of the attitude of most of them to its
deliberations.
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A SKETCH OF GANDHI, LONDON

Artists, cartoonists and photographers found Gandhi a fascinating subject for
study in their various mediums, and he was ready to oblige them when he had
time to spare. This is a pen-and-ink sketch made while he was busy spinning with
his charkha on his visit to London for the second Round Table Conference. He
told an American journalist who interviewed him that the message of the
spinning wheel was “mass production in people’s homes. If you multiply
individual production to millions of times, would it not give you mass production
on a tremendous scale?”
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SEATS OF THE MIGHTY

Reynolds of the Morning Post, London, sees Gandhi enthroned on the seat of
power after the successful civil disobedience movement had led the British
Government to agree to the second Round Table Conference in an effort to
compromise with militant Indian nationalism. The reception he got from
ordinary Britons in London and Manchester was an indication of the love and
esteem in which they held him. But those who held power in Britain ascribed to
him the ignoble motive of wanting to oust them from ruling India so that he
might rule in their stead.
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SEE BRITAIN FIRST

A general election was held in Britain at the end of October 1931. A second
National Government was formed with MacDonald at its head. The Round Table
Conference ended on December 1 without any concrete achievement and
MacDonald announcing that his Government stood by the January declaration
and reaffirming its belief that an all-India federation was “the only hopeful
solution of India’s constitutional problems.” Gandhi replied that “as far as | am
concerned we have come to the parting of the ways.” Low shows MacDonald
acting as a guide to the Indian visitors and exhorting them to take a look at the
Land of Promise, before looking nearer home at their problems in India.
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EXPERIMENT WITH MAHATMA GANDHI

The Indian delegates to the conference were invited in November 1931 to visit
Buckingham Palace to meet King George V, a stickler for propriety. There was
much speculation in the British Press and in conference circles about the dress
in which Gandhi would appear before the King. It was discreetly whispered to
him that he should shed his loincloth and put on the regulation court dress.
Gandhi refused, saying it would be an insult to the British monarch if he
presented himself in a different garb from what he usually wore. This American
mock-up showed how Gandhi would not go to Buckingham Palace.

gvar] giwnes 3V FeTHT MEff

oS § e YR ufafAfeat ot agre Siet 9«q & de o & fdu Jaw=Rr &
Ho H afchad Ags <@+ ol FH=AT f&ar | 9ure & 9w wieftsh fohg davg &t
T131Teh U8 e SITUT - 39 fao IR SREaRT H 3fR I/ & o= ufaHieat & st
dRE-dYE T 3cches TS off et off | I9Y hgl 7T foh & S1UAT THST IdR thah 3R
ST & U URAIRITE SSRY UTaITeh UgH o ST | Tiefisil & §<hR od U el foh
IR A 3T IGTR TR 3T 37TH TI3ITeh 7 g1 i fsie=T o ST &l TUHH R | 39
SMRFT i & feamar mar g foh miefish afchead & IoHes § 91 9 SR R B
gl




Gandhi in Cartoons | www.mkgandhi.org

MEET THE KING

hen Gandhi finally met King George, the King told him he had been a ‘good man’
when he had met him on his visit to South Africa and up to 1918, but then
something had gone wrong with him. To this patronising remark, Gandhi replied
with silence. The King, referring to the ill-starred visit of the Prince of Wales to
India in 1921, continued: “Why did you boycott my son?” Gandhi retorted: “Not
your son, Your Majesty, but the official representative of the British Crown.”
Referring to the civil disobedience movement, the King said rebellion could not
be tolerated, to which Gandhi answered politely but firmly: “Your Majesty won’t
expect me to argue the point.”
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THE FRUITS OF VICTORY

To different people the outcome of the Round Table parleys which ended in
December 1931 meant different things. To Gandhi it meant failure to achieve
the measure of self-rule the Congress and he had set as their goal. All they had
got from the British Government was oral promises to treat Indian aspirations
for independence sympathetically. But to a British cartoonist it seemed as
though the meeting had brought rich political rewards to Gandhi for the
satyagraha he had launched.
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MERRIE CHRISTMAS

The second Round Table Conference was a sad blow to Gandhi’s hopes of
persuading Britain to make substantial concessions to the demand of the
Congress for self-rule in India. What he received in reality was, as this cartoon
shows, a trifling Christmas present in the shape of a tie. Without control over
defence and external affairs, he told a group of British political leaders, “it is not
independence that we would get, it would not be even a mild form of self-
government. It will be a mere husk not worth touching... | would far rather
remain in compulsory subjection and declare myself a rebel than that | should
take charge of a government that | know is bound to declare itself bankrupt in
five or ten years. No self-respecting Indian, | venture to tell you, can possibly
accept that state of things.”
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A GHOST GOES HOME

An American comment on the second Round Table Conference, showing the
Palace of Westminster with the spirit of Gandhi outside it. The Congress had
reluctantly decided to attend the parleys and Gandhi was nominated as its
spokesman. The talks ended, as expected, in vague promises and a bid to divide
the nation communally. Against the background of Westminster, Gandhi, a
ghost haunting the British, prepares sadly to go back to India.
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THE SHIRTED AND THE SHIRTLESS

J.C. Hill of the Auckland Star, New Zealand, shows a parade of the leaders of the
various political movements of the world in 1931 associated with the wearing
of shirts of various colours before a bare-chested Gandhi, who, unimpressed,
turns his gaze away from them. But on his way back to India from Britain, Gandhi
called on Benito Mussolini, the fascist ruler of Italy, in Rome. The meeting was
brief. Gandhi was not impressed by his host and told him he was building a
house of cards. “His eyes are never still,” he commented later.
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BURDEN OF THE GREAT SOUL

Mali shows Gandhi carrying the entire Indian nation on his shoulders. His return
from England brought him face to face with grave new challenges which
proclaimed the hollowness of the Round Table Conference and the promises
made by MacDonald. On January 3, 1932, he informed the Viceroy that the
Congress would renew the civil disobedience movement “without malice and in
a strictly non-violent manner.” Willingdon struck back swiftly, arresting Gandhi
early the next morning. He was taken to Yeravda for detention “during the
pleasure of Government.” A roundup of other Congress leaders followed.
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MAHATMA GANDHI

A study of Gandhi’s head by Mali of the Free Press Journal, Bombay, in 1932. On
landing in Bombay on December 28, 1931, on his return from Europe, he found
the new Viceroy, Lord Willingdon, had gone back on the Gandhi-lrwin
agreement and introduced new repressive measures in the form of five
ordinances. He sent a telegram the following day to Willingdon, saying: “l do not
know whether | am to regard these as an indication that friendly relations
between us are closed, or whether you expect me still to see you and receive
guidance from you as to the course | am to pursue in advising the Congress.”
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WILLINGDON FASTS

Willingdon is in a quandary over Gandhi’s rejection of the provisional scheme of
representation for the Indian minorities, known as the Communal Award,
announced by MacDonald in London on August 17, 1932. Gandhi reiterated his
decision, first conveyed to Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretary of State for India, on
March 11, 1933, that he would “fast unto death” because separate electorates
had been provided in the award for the Depressed Classes. Low shows
Willingdon lying on a couch, in his full viceregal dress, staging a counter-fast
while Gandhi squats in another corner of the room with his charkha and goat.
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LORD WILLINGDON'’S DILEMMA

Willingdon is caught in the toils of satyagraha. On July 15, 1933, Gandhi sent a
wire to him asking for an interview to explore the possibilities of a peaceful and
honourable settlement of the differences between the Congress and the
Government on the question of constitutional reforms. Willingdon refused the
request, and Hoare told the House of Commons: “We have said that we are not
prepared to negotiate, and we shall maintain that position. Mr. Gandhi wishes
to put himself in the position of a negotiator with the Government of India and
also carries in reserve the unconditional weapon of civil disobedience. | repeat
that there can be no question of making a bargain with the Congress as a
condition for their accepting the ordinary obligations of law-abiding citizens.”
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POPULARITY PARADE

Harrison, in the weekly Review of Reviews, London, shows the leading world
personalities of 1935 with Gandhi among them. In the early months of the year
public attention in India focused on the working of the new Indian Legislative
Assembly set up in Delhi under the Government of India Act. The Congress was
the largest party with 44 seats but did not enjoy an absolute majority. Gandhi
did not believe in the effectiveness of the parliamentary programme and
devoted his attention to the village reorganisation and reconstruction
programme which the All-India Village Industries Association was formed to
implement under a Congress resolution in December 1934.
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ROOM FOR ALL

Lord Linlithgow, the successor of Willingdon as Viceroy, was keenly interested
in agriculture and had headed a royal commission on the state of the agrarian
sector in India some years earlier. He wished to initiate Government action to
improve agricultural techniques and better the living conditions of the villager,
but his well-intentional efforts were thwarted by the bureaucrats who ran the
Home Department of the Government. Shankar of the Hindustan Times, New
Delhi, shows Gandhi mainly appealing to Linlithgow not to abandon his efforts.
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BEHIND PRISON BARS

The years 1935 and 1936 were devoted to a constitutional struggle by the
Congress to amend the Government of India Act to vest the popular
administrations in the provinces with real power and make the Central
administration in New Delhi responsible to the representatives of the people.
Gandhi did not advocate the total withdrawal of the British from India, provided
they acceded to the rightful aspirations of the people to rule themselves. But
the British were not ready to do so. On September 4, 1936, Gandhi wrote in the
Harijan: “Rightly or wrongly, since 1920, the Congress-minded millions have
firmly held up the view that the British domination of India has been on the
whole a curse... India is one vast prison with high walls of suppression clothing
her mind and body.”
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ONE WAY OF SETTLING

The year 1939 opened with a serious rift in the Congress ranks. Who was to
preside over its annual session? The contestants for the post were Dr. Pattabhi
Sitaramayya, who enjoyed the backing of the Working Committee, and Subhas
Chandra Bose, the spokesman of the Left who was seeking re-election. In an
election manifesto issued on January 20, Bose declared that with “the
progressive sharpening of anti-imperialist struggle” in the country “new ideas
and ideologies and problems and programmes” had emerged, and a feeling was
growing that “as in other free countries the Congress Presidential election in
India should be fought on the basis of different problems and programmes.”
Ahmed, the cartoonist of the Pioneer, Lucknow, shows the two contestants
locked in physical combat with Gandhi and other members of the High
Command committed spectators.
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IF ONE CAN CHANGE, WHY NOT THE OTHER?

January 1939 saw a quicker tempo in the movement for democratic rights in the
princely States. The hub of the agitation was Rajkot, in Saurashtra. Gandhi
described the struggle in the State as “frankly for a responsible government”
and for “redeeming the promise” of its ruler in this connection. Gandhi accused
the Thakore Saheb of Rajkot of “a cold-blooded breach of a solemn covenant”
with his people. This breach had been committed, he added, at the instance of
the British Resident in the State. The Pioneer, reflecting the view of the landed
aristocracy, depicted Gandhi’s actions as adopting the techniques and livery of
Hitlerism in his drive to democratise the princely States.
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MODEST REQUEST

Gandhi’s wife Kasturba had lived her childhood in Rajkot. Though in poor health,
she joined the civil disobedience movement in the State and was arrested early
in February 1939. Throughout the country, there was an unprecedented stir in
the princely States. Linlithgow toured them and their rulers announced
democratic reforms, but at the same time suppressing popular agitation and
organisations. Gandhi wrote: “The more | think of what is happening in the
States in India, | see nothing but a dark future for this unhappy land if the
paramount power remains a helpless witness of the tragedy that is being
enacted...” Ahmed shows Gandhi and Sardar Patel calling on the Viceroy to help
them curb the princes so that they might undermine the base of the British Raj.
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KINDLY THOUGHT

While public attention was riveted on the struggle in princely India, another
struggle was going on behind the scenes in the Congress between its president
and the High Command. Bose had been elected in a fairly close contest at the
close of January, but pressures were building up at the highest levels of the party
to oust him. Gandhi said he was “decidedly against his re-election” but was glad
he had won because it showed that the Congress delegates who had voted for
Bose did not approve of the principles and policy for which Gandhi stood. He
interpreted Bose’s victory as his defeat. Ultimately, Bose resigned.
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MAHATMA'’S PEACE MISSION

Gandhi arrived in Rajkot on February 28, 1939, although his doctors had said his
health was very unsatisfactory and advised absolute rest for mind and body. He
addressed a letter to the Thakore Saheb on March 2 urging him to fulfil his
pledges to his subjects, failing which Gandhi would fast to death. In his weak
condition, Gandhi’s condition deteriorated rapidly. Linlithgow offered the
services of Sir Maurice Gwyer, Chief Justice of India, to arbitrate in the dispute
and Gandhi called off his fast on March 7.
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THE INTRUDER

The Second World War broke out in September 1939. Linlithgow sought the
support of the Indian political leaders for the Allied cause. He promised
dominion status to India—after the war had been won. Immediately, he
proposed the establishment of an advisory council of all shades of Indian
opinion to support the war effort. As the price for the support of the All-India
Muslim League, Mohammed Ali Jinnah demanded that the League be
recognised as the spokesman of the Muslims. In a declaration on October 17,
Linlithgow implicitly accepted his demand. The cartoon shows Jinnah seeking to
participate in the negotiations between Gandhi and Linlithgow.
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MICKEY MOUSE

A caricature of Gandhi which appeared in the Civil and Military Gazette, Lahore,
on his 70" birthday. He is shown as Mickey Mouse because in a birthday
broadcast over All India Radio Mrs. Sarojini Naidu referred to him as “this tiny
creature whom once in a mood of loving irreverences | called a Mickey Mouse
of aman.”
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A TANDEM OFFER

Linlithgow invited Gandhi to meet him in New Delhi in February 1940. He
repeated the British Government’s offer of dominion status and offered
representation to the Congress on the Governor-General’s executive council as
a transitional measure. Gandhi rejected the offer as falling short of the Congress
demands. He told foreign newsmen a few days later: “The vital difference
between the Congress demand and the viceregal offer consists in the fact that
the Viceroy’s offer contemplates the final determination of India’s destiny by
the British Government, where the Congress contemplated just the contrary.”
Shankar’s cartoon shows Linlithgow offering Gandhi a seat on the tail of his
horse while he continues firm in the saddle.
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ONE TO MANY?

Gandhi and Linlithgow are sitting on a stool, symbolising India, on which there
is obviously not sufficient room for both of them. One must make way for the
other, and the only solution of the problem is India’s independence. On the eve
of the Congress session at Ramgarh, Bihar, Gandhi asked in the Harijan whether
the British Government was “willing and ready to recognise India as a free
country.” He said he missed “a sincere desire on the part of Great Britain to do
unto India what she would wish done to her, if the position were reversed.”
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READY WITH THE ANSWER

Jinnah struck a blow at Indian unity when he got the Muslim League to adopt
Pakistan as its goal at its session at Lahore in March 1940. The resolution blocked
progress towards constitutional change, saying that no plan for this would be
acceptable to the Muslims unless it guaranteed the creation of constituent units
on a communal basis which would be autonomous and sovereign. Linlithgow
gave Jinnah a power of veto on further constitutional changes.
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THE ELEPHANT NEVER FORGETS

The Marquess of Zetland, Secretary of State for India, appealed to the Congress
leaders to “escape from the tyranny of phrases.” He said the working of the
1935 constitution had made it clear that the problem of minorities must be
settled by the Indians themselves. Gandhi wrote in reply in an article entitled “Is
it War?”: “The builders of the British Indian Empire have patiently built four
pillars—the European interests, the army, the princes and the communal
divisions... Between the two—the nationalist and the imperialist—there is no
meeting ground. If, therefore, Lord Zetland represents the British Government’s
considered view it is a declaration of war against nationalist India.” The cartoon
shows Gandhi, depicted as an elephant, avoiding the trap Linlithgow has laid in
the shape of a consultative committee to support the war. Zetland is watching
in the background.
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ROUND AND ROUND

Leopold Amery succeeded Zetland as Secretary of State for India in 1940. He
opened the way for acceptance of the Muslim League demand for separation
when he said in House of Commons: “India cannot be unitary in the sense that
we are in this island, but she can still be a unity. India’s future house of freedom
has room for many mansions.” On the Congress demand for independence he
observed: “It is a demand which really raises the whole unresolved
constitutional issue and prejudges it in the sense favoured by the Congress and
rejected by the minorities.” Gandhi is seen watching Amery and Linglithgow
running in circles in a futile effort to find a solution to the constitutional tangle
they themselves had created.
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CHAIN TALKING?

The year 1940 saw desultory talks between Linlithgow and the Indian leaders on
the price demanded for supporting the Allied war effort. Since no agreement
was possible at a representative gathering of leaders, the talks degenerated into
meetings between individual spokesmen of the various groups. Gandhi
remarked that “the offer of enlarging the Viceroy’s Council is on the tapis. The
Congress cannot countenance it, so long as it swears by independence and non-
violence.”
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BEAT IT IF YOU CAN

Linlithgow’s statement on August 8, 1940 said, India’s new constitution should
be “primarily the responsibility of Indians themselves.” But British obligations
must be fulfilled and minority opinions must not be overridden. The Congress
leaders rejected the offer, and a resolution drafted by Gandhi and approved by
the All-India Congress Committee in Bombay said it could not “submit to a policy
which is a denial of India’s natural right to freedom, which suppresses the free
expression of public opinion and which leads to the degradation of her People
and so to their continued enslavement.” Gandhi and Linlithgow are seen
confronting each other at the card table. Gandhi has laid his cards face up on
the table, while Linlithgow does not know what to play.
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SHOCK FOR THE “SILENT COLUMN”

Gandhi met Linlithgow in Simla in September 1940. The Viceroy said it would
not be possible to permit the free expression of opposition to the war the
Congress wanted “in the interests of India herself.” Gandhi replied that
Congressmen opposed the victory of Nazism as much as the British did, but
“there objection cannot be carried to the extent of their participation in the
war.” The “vast majority” of Indians were not interested in the war effort and
“make no distinction between Nazism and the double autocracy that now rules
India.” While Gandhi raises the banner of free speech, Linlithgow, Churchill and
Amery wear gags.
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IN SITU

The parting of the ways had come. The talks between Gandhi and Linlithgow had
broken down. The British were not prepared to concede even the limited
requests of the Congress for freedom of speech against the war, which had been
forced on India. The way to India’s freedom lay, Gandhi said on October 5,
“neither in the Congress nor in any other party’s inability to produce an
agreement, which in its nature was impossible, but that it undoubtedly lies in
the British disinclination to do the obviously right thing.” The political deadlock
is shown by Gandhi, Jinnah and Linlithgow seated on a table with their backs to
one another.
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CYCLONE AT WARDHA

Acharya Vinoba Bhave inaugurated the individual satyagraha movement on
October 17, 1940. The following day the Government gagged the Harijan and its
allied publications, forbidding them to publish any news of the satyagraha.
Gandhi protested in a statement: “I cannot function freely if | have to send to
the Press Adviser at New Delhi every line | write about satyagraha. The liberty
of the Press is a dear privilege, apart from the advisability or otherwise of civil
disobedience... | am unable to reconcile myself to the notice which although in
the nature of advice is in reality an order whose infringement will carry its own
consequences.” Gandhi’s strong protest is shown as a storm, causing much
damage to the Government.

FET FT TET

AT fAaT 9T A Ueh GATIG- 3Tl T SGTe 3ches Bl 39 IR T 3R¥0
ot fhar| e T TRepR 3 “gRe” ok o i Ul R ufdey &mam 3k
JATE T Tafdd opig oft TR ST &Y gTet & & | Tiehsht 7 U a<hen & 39
TR SIT Y “ IR T3 IATIE & v R fodt ot udas dfth 73 fieaht & o9




Gandhi in Cartoons | www.mkgandhi.org

AIEhR & U U1 Ue df & Wda ©9 T il g1 R YevdT| Jig=g 37asT Ifd
& 1 34, I8 [Aaga 3T 1d g AfchT U ohl =T ol faRivTfdeR gd agd
O 2... & areft ek 39 Afed ot 781 guzr U € it graifes 9atg o U H @ Ak
3T | 31T & Fifch 39h Seched oh URUH 31z givt|” Tiefisht 6t 59 sat
Tty et agl I o w0 H fe@mar 11 g f99 TRenR ot wIthl g1 ugars 8l




Gandhi in Cartoons | www.mkgandhi.org

INDIA—A CHESSBOARD

Jawaharlal Nehru was to follow Bhave in the satyagraha on November 7, but he
was arrested on October 31 and sentenced to four years imprisonment for anti-
war speeches delivered in October. The second stage of the movement which
Gandhi described as ‘representative satyagraha’ opened in mid-November. The
first victim of the Government’s repression at this stage was Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel. He was arrested on November 17 and detained under the Defence of India
Rules. A round-up of almost all the top Congress leaders followed. Gandhi and
Linlithgow are shown engaged in a game of political chess, and the harassed
Viceroy is being worsted.
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GOD IS MY SAVIOUR

After suspension for some weeks, Gandhi decided to shut his publications until the
Government gag on them was withdrawn. He brought out an issue of Harijan in bold
type on November 10 to bid farewell to its readers. In it he records that the value of
his “weekly talks” with them was that they were a faithful record of his deepest
thought. “Such expression,” he added, “is impossible in a cramped atmosphere. As |
have no desire to offer civil disobedience | cannot write freely. As the author of
satyagraha | cannot, consistently with my profession, suppress the vital part of myself
for the sake of being able to write on permissible subjects... It would be like dealing
with the trunk without the head.”
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READ THE SIGNS

Sir C. P. Ramaswami Aiyer, Prime Minister of the southern State of Travancore, was
one of the staunchest opponents of Gandhi’s move to wrest more civil rights for the
people living under princely rule. He described Gandhi’s actions as outside
interference. Gandhi replied on March 20, 1941, in an article entitled ‘Read the Signs’:

“The effort to ignore the Congress and the Congress workers and to prevent its
national influence working in the States is like that of a child who by the little palm of
his right hand tries to stop an onrushing flood.”
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THE BREAK UP

The constitutional deadlock was followed by a campaign of individual
satyagraha. The Muslim League denounced the campaign as an attempt to bring
pressure on Britain to concede the Congress demand for independence. Jinnah
also strongly criticised the British for not making a definite pronouncement in
favour of Pakistan. He said the League would not participate in a Constituent
Assembly which was not elected on the basis of separate electorates and in
which decisions would be taken by a bare majority. The cartoon depicts the
failure of Sapru’s attempts to conciliate between the main disputants in the
constitutional tussle. Jinnah spurns his peace overtures.
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INDIAN ROPE TRICK

Linlithgow’s actions earned Gandhi’s disapproval. The Congress Working Committee
met at Wardha on October 23 and declared that the Viceroy’s statement on
constitutional reforms was “wholly unsatisfactory and calculated to rouse
resentment.” Gandhi noted: “The viceregal declaration is profoundly disappointing. It
would have been better if the British Government had declined to make any
declaration whatsoever. The long statement made by the Viceroy simply shows that
the old policy of divide and rule is to continue. So far as | can see, the Congress will be
no party to it, nor can the India of Congress conception be a partner with Great Britain
in her war with Herr Hitler.”
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JUST OUT OF REACH

Undeterred by previous failure, Linlithgow kept on trying to get the Congress
and Muslim League leaders to agree on constitutional reforms as a reward for
supporting Britain in the war with the Axis powers. The cartoon shows
Linlithgow trying to drag a very reluctant Jinnah to grasp the outstretched hand
of Rajagopalachari through an opening in the wall of distrust that separates
them. Gandhi, who had voluntarily retired from the Congress at its session at
Bardoli, Gujarat, in December 1941, watches from a distance.
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WAITING FOR THE ROPE TRICK

Sir Stafford Cripps arrived in India in March 1942 bringing a package proposal
from Churchill which was designed to “promote the concentration of all Indian
thought and energies against Japan.” He held talks with the leaders of all parties
in his 17-day stay in Delhi. The proposals were for the future to be implemented
after the war was over. Gandhi described the offer as a ‘post-dated cheque’ and
asked Cripps: “Why did you come if this is what you have to offer? | would advise
you to take the first plane home.” Gandhi is seen watching Cripps trying to
perform the rope trick with his proposals.

ST FT TATIT

AT 2% H T WIS v RA S| g8 afdas & U T UTd dahe 3 o
T I230 “STTUH & g RAT fAaRYRT 3R ST 21f<hdl hl” J&raT A7 ATl
gg 2o & feedht & Toh R 3817 woft urfdat & Aarent @ radta il u=da gg &
AT 814 & 916 SR fhy S | wiefisht 3 39 udTal ol "uike 8fee k' dhgl 3k
fohed & g@T: “3R 3Ud Ui ¢4 & o fah a8l € at ey s & =t 97 a1
gaTg g foh oy S A= ugs s, S99 Wz a1 8 S 1 UdTa T Ut &Y R
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JOIN UP

An American cartoonist shows a uniformed representative of the British Empire
urging Gandhi to support the war effort while Gandhi reminds him of the
unfulfilled promise made in the First World War. In an interview with the
American journalist Louis Fischer in June 1942, Gandhi explained that he did not
wish the Axis powers to win the war but, he added, “l am certain that Britain
cannot win unless the Indian people become free. Britain is weaker and Britain
is morally indefensible while she rules India.”

qrey 3T

Qeh SRR srgfAee A feifear amarsy & adiartt ufafAfer et st € gg & ggraan
e Bl UTefHT e gQ e g1 et I ued fAy-gg & ke kg g 3=
YT <hl TG GATa € 7 ot qR 8T fohg Q| SRR UAdR, G5 fthar o a1y
&3 S 3¥R H Tep Horenta H iefsht = gara i3 3 gg at 7 argd o6 o arfeat
g Siid & 7R “q fasyra g a1 8 ok S dek wRdR StHar @i 7 gt s,
fsiee geg 71 Sfia 1@ | o FHSR & 3R ST deh 98 YR UR 319+ e g1 ¢ a9
doh Afde U § IGhT &1 1T hl ST Fepelt "
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WITH THE MASK OFF

August 1942 was a fateful month in the history of India. The resolution of the
Working Committee passed in Wardha serving notice on the British to quit India
had roused a chorus of alarm and abuse. Amery warned the Congress leaders
there would be no compromise with rebellion. British Labour leaders, who had
hitherto appeared sympathetic to Indian aspirations for freedom, declared that
the very contemplation of such a movement is “proof of political
irresponsibility.” Cripps attacked Gandhi in a broadcast to the United States,
accusing him of seeking to cause “chaos and disorder.”

THIT TAT TS

VR & 3fAgM | SR ¥R T AT Igd He<dqul ATI hidy hriehiRoft gRrT
gt & uTiRa U1 &, [ fsifesr anT ol Ra ®YeA & Aifed fear mar o1, it
3 9gd a1 Y| I8 @1 OeT 8 Tl YA A Tt Aarst ot ddraHt & fos fagis
oh 1Y <hls JHINAT o) fohaT ST e hY Aol UTél & AdT, St 319 deh WRd
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TS T F1d “IeTAfdeh SIRaTR—cd T gATOT” g1 fohe A miefsht ur smRent &
Uch UORUT & IRIY 1T foh & “ SRTSTehdT 3R STeudeT” thasMT dTed ol
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IS IT ME?

At the session of the All-India Congress Committee in Allahabad in April 1942, C.
Rajagopalachari presented a resolution recommending acceptance of Pakistan
in principle as the basis of settlement between the Congress and the Muslim
League. The resolution said that “to sacrifice the chances of the formation of
national government for the doubtful advantage of maintaining a controversy
over the unity of India is the most unwise policy and that it has become
l.”

necessary to choose the lesser evi
of Gandhi, but the likeness that emerges is that of Jinnah.

Rajagopalachariis shown painting a portrait

FIT 75 A0 T I E?
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THE ACCUSING ROBBERS

With the release of Gandhi from confinement in Poona in mid-1944, the
guestion of implementing the British promises of self-government again came
to life. The British Press, sensing that independence could not be delayed much
longer, unleashed a tirade against Gandhi, describing him as a ‘thug’.
Janmabhoomi shows Gandhi’s denigrators as robbers, who, having stripped
India bare and shackled it, are pointing accusing fingers at Gandhi.

IRTHT #1 55T &7 aTed STF

G :_¥Y o Heg # Mt st g1 H §dhg @ Heh fohar 11 399 fofear TR grRr
VR Tt WA 3G okl ATARR G o HTYTH chl T A ohl GTes fOh SR Uehe
man| forde & O A A forar ot o arefiear @t sre arer fadt den aret T8t s
eha| foi +ff 37 U A il & fEeTth IU TR AT 33 o feam ok 3 '
g P IhRT| “SAA” 7 BU 39 fom & miiefis i FHar e arsl ot s1 aam
T 8 fOgIR 9Rd ot geT-gater iR slfgat ugHrs, ik ord iefiSit ok gt &rd
gU I3l 33T @ 8l
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WAR OF NERVES

Gandhi was released from detention in Poona in May 1944. Speaking to
newsmen at the hill resort of Panchgani in July, he made it clear that the Quit
India resolution passed by the All-India Congress Committee in August 1942
stood unchanged. On July 27, Gandhi wrote to the new Viceroy, Lord Wavell: “I
am prepared to advise the Working Committee to declare that, in view of the
changed conditions, mass civil disobedience envisaged by the resolution of
August 1942 cannot be offered and that full cooperation in the war effort should
be given by the Congress if a declaration of immediate Indian indepenence is
made and a national government responsible to the constituent assembly be
formed...” This cartoon and the subsequent four by Vikram Verma appeared in
Dawn, the mouthpiece of the Muslim League.

frerft a1 9=

q3 3R¥Y H iefiSll &l g1 # AR @ gk fohar mar un1 Jors | d=HT & ugret
WS TR TGS T ITd hd §U a1+ TV0T i foh 3d T+ 3% H sifda
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THE RELUCTANT DRAGON

On June 20, the Government published the Gandhi-Wavell correspondence.
Wavell refused to permit Gandhi to meet the Congress Working Committee. He
referred to the August resolution and said: “I feel that a meeting between us at
present could have no value and could only raise hopes which would be
disappointed.” Wavell is shown as a dragon, and Gandhi is spearing it.

ST

R0 G &l WHR A TMeh-d4a-UAER UehlfRd fhar dde J midislt st s
hTIEATIRUTT & AT ht ehl STHTT 3 H S=hR o faT| Igi~ SRA-UITe chl
I I §Y el IR @IS ¢ foh ada fAfq 7 gar da et gorea 9 o
ThIIET - gRTTI 399 AT Ut 3113 &1 3= g1t STt 311 Ik o fART=I & Sgeil|”
d9de I ISR & TU | fem@man mar g 9 miefisht wres 9 9 3@ 8l
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YOUR SHOUT, PARTNER

Gandhi wrote to Jinnah in July 1942 suggesting that they meet for political talks.
Jinnah invited Gandhi to meet him in Bombay in August. Gandhi’s readiness to
discuss Jinnah’s demand for partitioning India created bewilderment and
aroused bitter criticism. Master Tara Singh, leader of the Akali Dal said: “Should
a settlement be reached over the head of the Sikhs, the reaction would be
terrible.” Gandhi, Rajagopalachari, Jinnah and Wavell are shown at a game of
bridge. Gandhi’s card is the charkha.

T TTT TBIRT &

TiefiSt & Jorg 3:¥2 H fS=11 ot Top v fova foh g+ Trstifaes gt oR foam-fomst
AT A1Y | =1 = et el S | HTehTd s o fog svarg i okl
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"R &gt dht Iuere fhdt foheT ot IaEiar gan at I8 iR Adist Feneit 1"
TiefiSh, TeuTSTERY, A= 9k dde il ot @od gu femman mar g1 miefistt s
Udl O g




Gandhi in Cartoons | www.mkgandhi.org

LOVE’S LABOUR LOST

Gandhi and Jinnah met in September. Their talks were friendly and cordial, but
they were as far apart at the end of them as at the beginning. Gandhi told a Press
conference in Bombay that the talks had not really broken down. They had only
been adjourned sine die. “Each one of us must know how to talk to the public
and put our viewpoints before them. If we do so dispassionately and if the public
cooperate, then we may reach a solution of the seemingly insoluble at an early
date.” Gandhi and Jinnah are shown coming out of a broken egg, symbolising
failure.

AT FHITE
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THE OUTER VOICE

The liberal leader Tej Bahadur Sapru played an important role as a mediator
between the Congress and the Muslim League. The Conciliation Committee over
which he presided won the cooperation of Gandhi but was spurned by Jinnah
and the leader of the depressed classes, Bhim Rao Ambedkar. The Committee
envisaged an Indian Union with a Parliament elected on the basis of joint
electorates. It totally opposed Pakistan.

T JAIT

JERATETE! AdT IS TgTqR Y A iy 3R AieH ST o offer Aegeydr i Agwayuf
JfAehT SraT il gorg-afafa al, e & sreer o, widfiSh o1 ggaiT Aor S
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NON-VIOLENCE, OUR SHEET ANCHOR

Wavell, the soldier, is shown lecturing Gandhi and Rajendra Prasad on the
virtues of peace and non-violence. On April 18, 1945, Gandhi protested against
the attempt of the British Government, at the San Francisco conference to
herald the birth of the United Nations Organisation, to create the impression
that India was practically independent. Gandhi said: “An indispensable
preliminary to peace is the complete freedom of India from all foreign control,
not merely because it is a classic example of imperialist domination but specially
because it is a big, ancient and cultured country, which has fought for its
freedom since 1920, deliberately by truth and non-violence as its only weapon.”

slger AT Atr &

ddd, Yo [Quret o U H, miefisht 3R Iot- g9 ot i 3R ifgr o1 uts ger
T8 3¢ T T 3RY & Tl TY<h AF T chl TTUAT o forq AT a1 whifaenl-
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ggfeg ot foh ag 1 fasne, U= ik gEwpd €, [iie= sra-t w@refiar &t @8
T, 3R20 T TAR TS § 3R I ASTS H chael T 3R AfgHT aht 8t 3101 gfAIR
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SIMLA, NOT MT. EVEREST

In June 1945, Wavell retuned to India after consultations with the British
Government. In a broadcast soon after, he made new proposals for
constitutional reform and invited the leaders of the Indian political parties for
talks in Simla. Gandhi agreed to be present in Simla at the time of the meeting
though he would not participate in it. Gandhi is seen explaining to Wavell that
his aim and that of the Congress was full independence, which was far removed
from the meagre offer he had made.

BT St =131

ST 2R84 H, 3de forfesr TR & mRsf e WRA witer <ffe g 39 ga feal-
TR § Hagmfe YR o g 90 ueara W@ $iR 9Rdia Torifaes gai & Aarsit
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WAITING FOR NEWS

Wavell invited Indian leaders representing various shades of opinion to Simla in
June 1945 for talks on forming a new Government. He inaugurated their talks
with a brief address in which he said: “You must accept my leadership for the
present. Until there is some agreed change in the Constitution, | am responsible
to His Majesty’s Government for the good government and welfare of India. |
ask you to believe in me as a sincere friend of India.” The talks broke down after
three weeks of efforts to persuade Jinnah to give up his claim that his League
was the sole representative of the Muslims. The leaders here are shown
expectantly awaiting Wavell’s announcement of his proposals.

GaT & 3TACH

et 7 A= UsR & S o1 ufafAfdc st arer YRR Aarsii al S 2’¥%
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CAN THE SHIP RUN WITHOUT JINNAH SAHEB?

Wavell’s efforts to end the political stalemate in the country failed because of
Jinnah’s intransigence. He declined to submit a list of League nominees to the
reconstituted Viceroy’s Executive Council unless he received an advance
assurance that all its Muslim members would be men of his party. Janmabhoomi
shows Wavell propelling a boat containing the leaders of various Indian interests
and Jinnah jumping out of it.

qeT

=11 & SruRad=ia ¥ & HRUT 34 331 & JST-iTclh TfARTe i gX e o dddl &
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A VOLCANO AT SIMLA

Jinnah, shown as an erupting volcano, blows the Wavell proposal to bits while
the Viceroy and the other Indian leaders invited to the ill-fated Simla talks in

June-July 1945 look on helplessly. But Jinnah’s triumph in scuttling a settlement
was shortlived. Labour was returned to power in Britain a fortnight after the
conference adjourned. On August 21, an announcement from Simla said
elections to the central and provincial legislatures would be held as early as
possible and that the Viceroy was going to London for consultations on new
constitutional steps in India.

AT
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NUTS TO CRACK

Cripps returned to Delhiin March 1946 as a member of a British Cabinet Mission
to negotiate with the Indian leaders. This time he brought no concrete proposal.
Gandhi defined independence in Harijan as Ram Raj,—a kingdom of God on
earth. He added: “If the Cabinet Mission ‘delivers the goods’ India will have to
decide whether, attempting to become a military power, she would be content
to become at least for some years a fifth-rate power in the world without a
message, or whether she will by further refining and continuing her non-
violence policy proves herself to the world of being the first nation in the world
using her hard-won freedom or the delivery of the earth which is crushing her
in spite of the so-called declaration.” Gandhi is shown in conversation with
Cripps, a vegetarian like himself.

JITHT F37139T
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HOLDING UP THE TRAIN

The Congress accepted Wavell’s call for setting up an Interim Government
immediately. The Muslim League rejected it. Nehru as Congress President wrote
to Jinnah proposing a coalition Government. Jinnah at first rejected the offer,
decided to boycott the Constituent Assembly and ordered his followers to
observe Direct Action Day, which resulted in mass killings in Calcutta, Bombay
and other centres. Gandhi appealed to Jinnah to alter his decision and get the
League to join the Interim Government. Talks between Nehru and Jinnah began
in October 1946. This is how Shankar views Jinnah’s futile bid to hold back Indian
independence.

27 Q7 A T

Teh ShTIATS, GRAR JId I - Al dael ohT fAH0T il = Wi & o)
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ADVICE TO THE CHIEFS

The rulers belonging to the Deccan Chiefs Conference met Gandhi at Panchagani
in July 1946 and asked him for guidance in the face of the new political
developments in India. He advised them not to go ahead with their proposal for
a union of States. He told them: “The States can make the finest contribution to
the building of India’s future independence if they set the right example in their
own territories.” They should approach the States’ People’s Conference with
their proposals for constitutional change in their territories.

TTqTST BT TATE
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DANGER SIGNAL

As negotiations on the transfer of power continued through the early part of
1947, it became increasingly evident that partition of the country was seemingly
inevitable. On May 6, in a last effort to change the course of history, Gandhi met
Jinnah in New Delhi. The meeting was friendly, he said later, but Jinnah was
“quite firm that the question of Pakistan was not open to discussion.” Gandhi is
shown here hoisting a danger signal to prevent India, a train, from derailing as
the track points in divergent directions.

gal #1 #@eT
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CAN WE HELP?

As the deadlock over the terms of the transfer of power dragged on because of
Jinnah’s intransigence, Gandhi offered his good offices to Mountbatten to try to
persuade the Muslim League chief to adopt a more resilient attitude. He failed,
and in a letter to Mountbatten on May 6, 1947, said: “Whatever may be said to
the contrary, it would be a blunder of the first magnitude for the British to be a
party in any way whatsoever to the division of India. If that has to come, let it
come after the British withdrawal, as a result of understanding between the
parties, or an armed conflict, which according to Qaid-e-Azam Jinnah is taboo.”

§H 73T #3?
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HAVE YOU GOT IT?

In a final bid to arrive at an agreement, Mountbatten summoned the leaders of
the Congress, the Muslim League and the Sikhs for talks in Delhi. Gandhi is
shown looking in anxiously through the window of the room where the talks are
being held. The official announcement on June 3, 1947, indicated that the nation
was to be divided in two. But, it added, there was nothing in the plan “to
preclude negotiations between the communities for a united India.”

THA TT?
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WHO WANTS PAKISTAN?

On June 3, 1947, Earl Mountbatten, who had succeeded Wavell as Viceroy,
announced his proposals for the transfer of power. The announcement
envisaged the creation of Pakistan if the Muslim representatives of the Muslim-
majority provinces demanded it. Nehru said in a broadcast that a surgical
operation was preferable to India’s bleeding all the time. Shankar shows the
Congress leaders offering Pakistan to the Muslim League on a platter and
Gandhi walking away in protest.

qIfFETTT FI7 AIT?
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DO NOT FORGET TO FLY

Freedom came on August 15, 1947, and found Gandhi trying to heal the terrible
wounds that the communal hatreds fanned by narrow self-interest had inflicted
on the nation. He established his headquarters in Calcutta, centre of the worst
orgies of senseless bloodshed. His daily prayer meetings were exhortations to
the nation to remember its unity. He also advised the new State Governors
appointed by the Congress Government at the Centre to shed the pomp and
isolation associated with their office in British times and to function as true
servants of the people.

FTHT FGTAIT 7T AT
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et o1 ufafe vl @usht & 3 TF Rt TehdT ST TG T IUST 3 | SBi7 gy
H WU Sil9 SR gR1 Agh Isal & g 7RI ot Garg & foh 9 fafesr
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PILGRIM OF ETERNITY

Gandhi’s 78th birthday was observed as a day of national celebration. The
leaders of the nation paid public tribute to him. Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
said India must choose which way it was heading, along the path indicated by
the “apostle of truth and non-violence” or that of hatred among brethren on
which Indians had been led recently by antisocial elements. Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad said: “The same India which gave to the world the greatest man of the age
is destroying the principles of peace and humanity for which the great man
stands.”

GATTTAT T Gl
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LTI AT AFEdT & S Rigiat dh afssa IsT w1 81"




Gandhi in Cartoons | www.mkgandhi.org

OUR HERITAGE

In a broadcast to the nation on the night of Gandhi’s death, Nehru said: “The
light has gone out of our lives... Yet | am wrong, for the light that shone in this
country was no ordinary light... and a thousand years later that light will still be
seen in this country and the world will see it... For that light represented the
living truth.”

gqTT deFia
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g 39 ... Fifes ag T Sid-STTd I ot Udien oft1”
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THE MARTYR

A few minutes after five o’clock on the evening of January 30, 1948, the fatal
shots that ended Gandhi’s life rang out. He died with ‘He Ram’ on his lips. He
had given his life for a cause to which he had singlemindedly dedicated himself
in his last days—restoring the national unity which had been shattered in the
frenzy of communal butchery that had accompanied the birth of independence.
Gandhi had paid the supreme price for his convictions and love of India. But the
flame that he lit would burn undimmed forever.
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ALL THIS IN HIS NAME!

The year of the 100th anniversary of Gandhi’s birth has come. And nations all
over the world are paying homage to his contribution to peace and goodwill and
human understanding. His spirit marches on. But in his own country, as the
cartoonist Kutty shows here, the party which he built and led to the attainment
of Indian freedom is riven by ignoble strife for power in which means are
sacrificed for ends.

78 g9 37% 919 7<!

miefistl & S0 Y Qoo df auis| fAy-9R & 2 A ifa ok TgEa ik AFdT
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Hundreds of cartoons on Gandhi appeared in his lifetime all over the world.
Those included are neither exhaustive nor conclusive in representing the way
Gandhi was portrayed. Hardly any country’s Press failed to notice him.

Gandhi was often the butt of cartoonists who looked at the world from the angle
of the white man’s mission of ‘civilising’ the non-whites. As often, those who
came to scoff remained to pray.

Perhaps this book provides an easy and very effective medium for
understanding the evolution of Gandhi as a politician-saint and the impact he
made on the history of India and of the human race.

This compilation of 112 cartoons drawn by famous cartoonists, foreign and
Indian, should help to make future generations believe that such a one did walk
upon this earth. Indeed, his flesh and his figure seemed ideally suited for, their
brush and imagination.
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